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Mount Olivet Lutheran Church ~ Fall 2011

Confirmation News

by Angie St. Dennis and Helen Cameron-Zenobian

Another exciting fall has begun and Confirmation will be in full swing
at the Minneapolis Campus and at the West Campus. The program
has one new face; Tom Westcott is a youth leader at the West Campus.
We are excited to have him on board in our program. Angie St. Dennis
(Confirmation Director at the Minneapolis Campus), Helen Cameron-Zenobian
(Confirmation Coordinator at the West Campus), Geoft Arenson (Youth leader
at the Minneapolis Campus), Katie Wamsley (Youth leader at the West Campus)
and Jackie Rosario (Youth leader at the Minneapolis Campus) are back with
us again this year. Over 350 confirmands are enrolled in the program this
year including 50 8th grade leaders participating as volunteer mentors for
the program. We are having a wonderful time getting to know each and
every confirmand. We have wonderful teachers that are excited about
spending time with you.

Things to remember with the new school year off and running;:

- Classes begin Sunday, October 2 and Wednesday, October 5.

- First Communion will be offered on October 16 at 12:40 pm in the Serley
Chapel (Minneapolis Campus) for those who have not yet received their
first communion. Class at 11:30 am must be attended. Call Angie,
612.767.2244 or Helen, 952.767.1502.

- Make up for those who missed first year Confirmation will be offered
at 9:30 am on Sunday’s starting in 2012 (January 8-29) (Minneapolis
Campus).

- There are no Confirmation classes November 23-27 (Thanksgiving)
and December 21 - January 1 (Christmas Break).

- Confirmation Retreats will be held:

- January 20-21, February 3-4, February 10-11 and February 17-18 for
first year confirmands (attend one)

- There will be a required retreat for second year confirmands and their
parents about Christian values and decision making on March 17,
2012 from 9-11 am at the Minneapolis Campus.

- Every Confirmand is required to be baptized and attend at least 20
Sunday morning worships during the year (please write “Confirmation”
on your white attendance insert and place it in the offering plate for credit).
If you are in Chancel Choir your service hours are met and you will
receive one worship credit for every time you sing during worship.

- Amaximum of three classes can be missed over the school year without
completing a makeup course

- Every Confirmand must complete eight service hours in any
combination of the following: Chancel Choir, Nursery, Acolyte, JHA
leadership meetings, Sunday School Assistant, Food Drive, Adopt-a-
Grandparent, or serve at church banquets

Thanks and God Bless.
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Summertime Players Re-cap

By: Megan Lewandowski and Savannah Spirov

Summertime Players was one of our favorite camps this summer. We sang songs and
danced in the morning and went to waterparks, beaches, and bowling in the afternoons.
Every morning we got into four different teams and competed by playing games, like
Pictionary and Name that Tune. This was a great way to start off the day! Then rehearsal
started and we learned all kinds of songs. When learning the songs you have to learn
the lyrics & notes, as well as the dance or choreography that goes with the song. Our
tfavorite songs from this year were “Firework,” “Steal your Rock & Roll,” and “You've got
a Friend.” In the span of 10 days we learned about 8 songs! As much hard work as it was
to learn each and every song, we still had plenty of time to have FuN with our friends.
And it was all worth it in the end when we came together for ONE AMAZING SHOW!

Get to know your sweetest NEW youth leader . ..

Tom Westcott

What is the favorite part of your job in the Junior High Ministry?
Meeting young kids who want to be active in the church.

Where did you attend Junior High and High School?
Junior High: Annunciation School in Minneapolis
Senior High: De La Salle High School in Minneapolis

What is your favorite restaurant and what would you get there?
Famous Dave’s and I get a ultimate BBQ Burger with fries.

Who is your favorite actor? Athlete?
Actor: Tom Hanks
Athlete:  Matt Birk

What were you like as a 7th and 8th grader?
Quiet and polite, but loud with all my friends.

What was your most awkward moment in Junior High?
When I came back from a summer vacation and I was the only guy who’s voice changed. Lots of kids
made fun of me!
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JuNiOr HiGh ALIVE is the name for the Mount Olivet Junior High Youth Ministry. Through
the Junior High Alive program we offer many events and service programs that complement our
7th and 8th grade Music and Confirmation programs.

* Here are the UpCoMiNg FALL EvEnTs °

Junior High Dance: Sat., Oct. 1 ~ 7-8:15 pm
Come join your church friends for a fun fall night
dance, and get your dance on! Cost is $10, and
includes all you can eat pizza and pop! Sign up
online or at the door! (Two dances will be held at
the same time, you have your choice to attend at
Minneapolis or West Campus)

MEA Day Away: Thurs., Oct. 20 ~9 am - 5 pm
Join Jackie, Katie, Tom, and Geoff for a fun day at
the Mall of America, Waterpark of America, and
ice cream. The cost is $30. Registration for this
event is limited to the first 50 7th & 8th graders
that register, so sign up quickly. Registration
closes on Monday, October 17. Please bring extra
money for lunch, shopping, and ice cream. Meet
in the Minneapolis Campus Youth Center at 9 am.
Transportation will leave from the West Campus
at 8:30 am (no West transportation in the afternoon);
all parents will need to pick their child up at the
Minneapolis Campus at 5 pm.

Fall Hayride: Fri., Oct. 28 ~ 6-10 pm
Come enjoy a Hayride with all your friends
on a cool, crisp fall evening! Cost is $20, and
includes Transportation, Hayride, and smores
over a campfire! Registration closes on Monday,
October 24. Transportation will be available at
both Minneapolis and West campuses, leaving at
6 pm and returning by 10 pm.

Youth Center Chill NITE:

Fri., December 9 ~ 6-7:30 pm
This will be a night to just hang out in the youth
center. There will be a great dinner provided!
Cost is $15, space is very limited, sign up online.
This event is available at either the Minneapolis
Campus or West Campus, when you sign up
online you PICK the campus you would like to
go to!

8th Grade Retreat:
Wed., December 28 ~ 12 noon - 10 pm

This retreat is fun, fun, fun! The retreat will
take place on December 28. We will meet in the
Minneapolis Youth Center at 12 noon and will
be back to church at 10 pm. We will make many
fun stops during our trip. We will go to the Mall
of America, see a movie in Lakeville, and finally
have dinner, devotions, and pool time at the
Retreat center.

This retreatis open to all Mount Olivet 8th graders
and their non-member friends. The cost is $40,
and includes transportation, movie ticket, dinner,
and entertainment at the Retreat Center. Extra
$% should be brought for shopping, lunch, and a
snack at the movie theater. Registration closes on
Friday, December 23. There is NO West Campus
transportation.

Register ONLINE for all of these great events at: www.mtolivet.org/juniorhighalive.html

JuNiOr HiGh ALIVE Leadership Meetings:
(We meet in the Minneapolis Campus Youth Center for all meetings):

Group Meetings:
Sunday, November 6 4-5:30 pm Bowling at Lariat Lanes
Saturday, February 25  1:30-4:30 pm Feed my Starving Children
Sunday, March 25 4-5:30 pm Decorate Easter bags for St Joe’s Home and DQ

The Leadership team helps throughout the year through attending the group meetings and by
attending and helping with specific junior high events. Specific events include: counseling the 6th
grade grandslam event, performing skits, greet and serve meal at C.O.P. Camp Rally, planning and
hosting theme dinners, and speaking at youth led worship services. If you are not currently a JHA

Leader and would like to be, please contact Geoff Arenson.
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Chancel Choir

We are pumped for Chancel Choir to begin. Chancel Choir is an awesome way to sing and see your church
friends every Wednesday night. Rehearsals are every Wednesday from 5:30 -6:30 pm. If you are not registered

for choir yet please register online at www.mtolivet.org/choirs.html, we would love to have you! You can eat
dinner in the Youth Center (Mpls) or Fellowship Hall (West) after choir for $5.00 starting on October 5.

Mrs. Jenkins, Ms. Palmquist, Jackie, Katie, Tom and Geoff are very excited for our trip to Gustavus on November 18-19.
This is one of the most fun events of the year for the Junior High so make sure to sign up for it. You will be able to sign
up online for this event starting September 28 and registration will close November 11.

Wednesday, September 28
Minneapolis Campus: First Rehearsal at 5:30 pm (Free BBQ Dinner from 6:15-7 pm).
West Campus: Fall Youth Kick-Off from 6:30-8:30 pm (Free Dinner, Games, Bonfire & Fun!).

Wednesday, October 5
Minneapolis & West Campus: Choir, dinner and FIRST Confirmation. Cost of dinner is $5.

Sunday, October 23

Minneapolis Campus: Minneapolis and West Choirs sing together at 11 am and 12 pm services,
rehearsal at 10 am.

Wednesday, October 26

Minneapolis & West Campus: Halloween Costume Dress-up. Come to church in your best church
appropriate costume. We will have a special dinner and awards for the best costume! Dinner is $5.

Friday, October 28
Junior High Hayride! 6-10 pm Cost is $20.

Friday-Saturday, November 18-19 ~ Gustavus College Retreat
West & Minneapolis Campus: We leave Friday at 4:30/5 pm and return Saturday at 1:30/2:15 pm.

Wednesday, November 23

Minneapolis Campus: Rehearsal, Gustavus Slideshow, Gustavus Retreat Awards at Davanni’s with
Mrs. Jenkins, Jackie and Geoff. (No Confirmation).
West Campus: Rehearsal, dinner and ICE CREAM from 5:30-7 pm.

Thursday, November 24

Minneapolis Campus: Sing at 12 pm Thanksgiving service, rehearsal at 11 am.
West Campus: Sing at 9:15 am Thanksgiving service, rehearsal at 8:15 am.

Sunday, December 4

West Campus: Sing at 9:15 and 10:30 am services, rehearsal at 8:15 am.

December 10/11
Minneapolis Campus: Rehearsal Saturday 2- 4 pm/Concert Sunday at 5 pm.

Wednesday, December 21

West Campus: Christmas Early Service at 6 pm; Dinner after the service.

Christmas Eve, December 24
Minneapolis Campus: Sing at 6 pm service, rehearsal at 5 pm.
West Campus: Sing at 5 pm service, rehearsal at 4 pm.
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Camp Memories from First 7th & 8th Grade Week
Writers: Kelly Johnson, Madi Eichten, Lucy Thompson and Sylvia Wallin

Cathedral of the Pines was the best 7 days of my Summer! Chapel time was very meaningful and
made us feel so close to God! Our favorite nights are when we had dances in the Ed building, everyone
wore really bright, funky outfits! Our favorite 11 o’clock activity was soccer, we weren’t very good
but it was still super fun!:):):):):) We also enjoyed swimming as our 11 o’clock activity, Nicole the
lifeguard taught us some new swim strokes, and we now feel a lot more safe and comfortable around
the water! One of our favorite stunts of the week was performed by the boy’s workstaff. They arrived
tardy to breakfast, and Kristi made they perform an apologetic rap poem! These memories and many
more will be remembered, and will stay special in our tender lil” tickers for years to come! COP 2011
rocked, we can’t wait for more great memories in 2012!

Camp Memories from Second 7th & 8th Grade Week
Writers: Julia Jallo, Campbell Teigen and Mackenzie Dahlmeir

Our two favorite camp memories were chips & salsa and Sacred Ground. Chips & salsa is one of our
greatest memories because we turned off all of the lights in our cabin, sat in a circle and told stories,
while eating chips & salsa. Just as our counselors taught us this tradition, we plan on keeping the
tradition going and passing it on to our future campers. Our second favorite memory was Sacred
Ground. Sacred Ground is so special because it is one of the only times when it is quiet, we were in
complete silence the whole time except when we could pray. The chapel was candle lit, the lake was
shimmering from the moonlight, and the Cross was lit up across the lake! Zach Spirov played the
guitar and sang an amazing version of “Precious Lord” and Nicola Webb read us a meditation. The
night was very powerful and emotional. You thought of the past, present, and future. This Sacred
Ground time helped you let go, and was incredible and something we will never forget! COP is an
amazing place where each of us over the years has made so many friends, we thank the staff and
counselors for a great year and look forward to COP 2012!

What can I do for my 8 service hours?
By Kaley Herman & Olivia Mestad

When you start confirmation there are a lot of things that you can do to serve your church or help
others. Sure you go to class, memorize important Lutheran beliefs and go to church but what a lot of
confirmation students most enjoy is how they fulfill their service hours. Each confirmation student in
7th or 8th grade is required to complete EIGHT service hours over the school year. Many people join
the Chancel Choir — we practice on Wednesday’s from 5:30 to 6:30 and perform on selected Sundays.
Dinner in the Youth center and Wednesday night confirmation follow Choir so this makes for a very
fun night. Another fun way to fulfill your service hours is to help in the Sunday School classes.
You help assist the teacher with teaching and get to meet a bunch of cool little kids. There is also
Adopt-A-Grandparent — every Monday you go to the MO Home and hang out with your “adopted
grandparents.” This is a very powerful experience to know how much you mean to these older
people who need all the attention you can give them. You can also help out in the Nursery during
the Sunday church services. You take care of kids ranging from infant to 2 years old and it’s a lot of
fun playing parent for the morning! There are many, many other ways to fulfill your service hours
including acolyting, helping with the food drive, helping Pastor Scott, and Stewardship dinners.
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Mount Olivet Lutheran Church
5025 Knox Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55419-1095

Who to contact for: Contact Information:

JHA Events: Geoff, Jackie, Katie Angie St Dennis: 612.767.2244
angelas@mtolivet.org
Adopt-a-Grandparent: Geoff

. ' Amanda Jenkins: 612.767.2301
Acolyting;: Jackie chancel@mtolivet.org
Food Drive: Jackie Marie Palmquist: 952.767.1535

JHA Leadershi Geoff chancelwest@mtolivet.org
eadership: eo

Geoff Arenson: 612.767.2212

Chancel Choir Events: Geoff, Jackie, Katie geoffa@mtolivet.org

Mpls Chancel Choir:  Mrs. Jenkins Jackie Rosario: 612.767.9211

West Chancel Choir:  Ms. Palmquist jackier@mtolivet.org

Katie Wamsley: 952.767.1581

West Campus Events: Katie ; .
katiew@mtolivet.org

Confirmation: Angie Helen

Cameron-Zenobian: 952.767.1502
West Confirmation: Helen helenz@mtolivet.org



